
We can't claim great longevity, but we can claim 

an enviable international reputation earned since 

the establishment of UAEU in 1976.

The United Arab Emirates University (UAEU) is 
an outstanding educational institution, with an 
international reputation for the quality of its research 
and the excellence of its teaching. It is this combination 
that ranks us in the top 350 universities worldwide. 

As a research-intensive university of international 
stature, UAEU works with its local and international 
partners to provide research solutions to challenges 
faced by the nation, the region and the world. The 

university has established research centers 
of strategic importance, which help advance 
knowledge in critical areas ranging from water 
resources to the treatment of cancer.

At UAEU we continuously strive to provide the best 
education for our students. Our academic programs 
are taught by internationally renowned faculty and 
include not only classroom theory, but also practical 
internships and research opportunities. We are very 
proud of our record in educating talented people 
and of the contributions that UAEU graduates have 
made in their chosen fields, whether here in the UAE 
or further afield. 

In 2010, the university moved to a new state-of-the-
art campus. The 80-hectare campus is a showcase 
of modern architecture, high-tech laboratories, 
specialized research centers, cutting-edge IT 
infrastructure and twenty-first century classroom 
technology. The university enrolls approximately 
15,000 students from 65 countries and seeks to 
provide an outstanding educational experience for 
every student. 

Our continuing investment in facilities, services, 
faculty and staff will ensure that UAEU continues to 
serve as a model of innovation and excellence.
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Vision
Leadership and innovation in higher education, 
research and community service at national and 
international levels.

Mission
UAEU will continue its positive contribution to the 
advancement of UAE by delivering undergraduate 
and graduate education that meets international 
standards, engaging effectively with the community 
and the world to foster knowledge creation and 
dissemination, and enhancing the research capacity 
of the country.

Values
Although the Vision and Mission of the University 
may change over time, we are guided by a set of core 
principles and values:

• Respect for Heritage and Cultural Diversity: 
We respect the deep-rooted values and the rich 
heritage of UAE and seek to sustain them.

•  Integrity and Transparency: We adhere to the 
highest ethical principles and work with integrity, 
transparency and accountability to create trust and 
credibility.

• Collaborative Work Environment: We support 
one another at work through cooperation and 
teamwork.

• Student Focus: We recognize that students are 
at the center of the university’s activities and 
ensure that our work contributes to continuous 

improvement in student success.

• Effectiveness in Decision-making: We focus on 
outcomes, base our decisions and plans on evidence 
and analysis, and develop and adopt efficient 
systems and procedures that support the university’s 
core business.

• Effective Communication: We are committed to 
effective communication, through a variety of 
communication methods, with all our stakeholders 
(staff, students, alumni, partners, vendors, and the 
local and international communities).

• Dedication to Knowledge: We are committed to 
world-class education and scholarship relevant to 
student careers and community needs. 

Goals
• Prepare students to be distinguished in their areas 

of specialization, leaders and productive members 
of society.

• Develop research capacity and innovation in areas of 
national and global importance.

• Expand international accreditation for the 
university and its academic programs and promote 
the university’s global reputation.

• Promote the University’s role in the transfer of 
knowledge and skills to serve the society.

• Ensure high quality, efficient and transparent 
administrative services.

• Entrench a culture of innovation in institutional 
work environment.

VISION, MISSION
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Throughout our short history we have helped shape the country and region through research and the 
dissemination of knowledge. We are working hard to preserve our traditional heritage while continuing to 
innovate and pursue excellence.

1976
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan 
Al Nahayan, the first 
President of the UAE, 
understood that the future 
of any nation depends 
upon the education of its 
young people. As a result 
he established United Arab 
Emirates University.

1977
In 1977 the university 
opened with four faculties. 
These were the Faculty 
of Humanities, Science, 
Education, Business & 
Economics.

1978
The Faculty of Shari’ah and 
Law was established.

1980
The Faculty of Agricultural 
Sciences and the Faculty 
of Engineering were 
established.

1981
The first student cohort 
graduated. This included 
192 male and 50 female 
students, some of whom 
now hold key leadership 
positions in the country. 

1986
The Faculty of Medicine 
and Health Sciences was 
established.

1991
The first Master’s Degree 
Program was established 
in the Faculty of Science. 

1998 
The College of 
Engineering received 
ABET accreditation and 
the university established 
the Continuing Education 
Center as another means 
of serving the community.

1999 
The College of Business 
and Economics received 
AACSB accreditation. 

2000
The university established 
the Faculty of Information 
Technology and the 
Research Affairs Unit to 
manage and promote 
scientific research.

2003 

English became the 
language  of instruction.

2006
UAEU was placed among 
the top 10 research 
universities in the Islamic 
world by the SESRTCIC and 
‘Smart Classrooms’ were 
introduced.

2007
The Faculty of Medicine 
and Health Sciences 
received the Hamdan 
Award for Best Medical 
College in the Arab World.

2009
The first Ph.D. program 
was established.

2010 
The university moved to 
a new state-of-the-art 
campus. 

2011 
UAEU was ranked 338 in 
the QS World University 
rankings.  The College 
of IT received ABET 
Accreditation.

2012 

Mobile learning was 
introduced and UAEU 
was ranked in the top 50 
world universities that 
were founded within the 
past 50 years (QS World 
University Rankings).

2013
University College 
was established. It is 
comprised of three units 
that include the University 
Foundation Program, the 
Student Academic Success 
Program, and the General 
Education Program. 

2014
UAEU received 
institutional accreditation 
from the UAE Ministry 
of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research.

2016
UAEU received 
institutional accreditation 
from WASC (Senior 
College and University 
Commission: WSCUC).

2017
The “Roadmap to the 
University of the Future” 
was launched.

HISTORY AND KEY 
ACHIEVEMENTS


